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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 23-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tuttle [US 
6,097,301]. 

Regarding to claim 23: Tuttle discloses a body-mounted RFID scanner [20] strap to 
a portion of an operators' body [col. 3, lines 48-55], including a radio module [60] and a 
processor [56] the processor being adapted to recover a data signal form the received modulated 
signal [col. 3, lines 55-65] and the RFID scanner being adapted for communication of the 
recovered data signal with a wireless central computer [80] [see Fig. 1, col. 9, lines 12-16]. 
Tuttle does not specifically show a wireless local area network. Since each operator in the area 
can share the central control center, which suggested that a local area network can be 
implemented for better monitoring^ Therefore, it would have been obvious of one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention to implement a wireless local area 
network so that the operators can be share the information in the network for faster response and 
more convenience. 

Regarding to claim 24: Tuttle further discloses wherein said RFID scanner 
comprises an antenna 50 [see Fig. 3]. 
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Regarding claim 25: Turtle further discloses processor adapted to control operation of a 
radio module [col. 6 5 lines 35-40]. 

Regarding to claim 26 : Turtle further discloses that wherein the RFED scanner 20 is 
battery-powered [col. 3, lines 48-50]. 

Regarding to claim 27: Turtle further discloses that wherein said affixing means 
further comprises a strap adapted to affix the housing to a wrist of the operator [col. 3 5 lines 54- 
55]. 

Regarding claim 28: Tutle further disclose a memory 58 which stored instructions that 
executed by the processor to cause the processor to receive, write and manipulate data recovered 
[see col. 4, lines 33-39]. 

Regarding claim 29: Tutle further discloses a memory storage device [58]. 

Regarding claim 30: Turtle further discloses a radio module comprises a transmitter 
portion and a receiver portion [52 and 54]. 

Regarding claims 31-32: The transmitter portion [52] inherently includes a local 
oscillator that generates an RF carrier and the interrogating signal being modulated by the RF 
carrier, wherein the received signal mixes with the RF carrier generated by the local oscillator to 
downconvert the received modulated signal is inherently in the interrogator modulation concept 
[see Fig. 3] and in Summary lines 63-67]. Since, each transmitted signal should be received 
back mixed with information data from the tag. 

Regarding claim 33: Refer to claim 23 above. 

Regarding claim 34: Turtle discloses all the limitation above, but does not specifically 
mention that the radio module is adapted to be selectively enabled or disabled by the operator. 
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Since, the radio module is energized by the battery power, one way to conserve battery energy is 
to turn off when not used. It would have been obvious of one having ordinary skill in the art to 
recognize that the radio module should including a switch for operator to enabled or disabled 
when is not being used, for the purpose of conserving energy. 

3. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Turtle in view of 
Rabanne et al. [US 6,084,517]. 

Regarding claim 35: Tuttle disclose all the limitations as described above, except for 
not specifically show that the scanner is adapted to be selectively enabled or disabled under the 
control of the wireless local area network. Tuttle made obvious of wireless local area network 
above, and Rabanna teaches a tracking system which comprises a concept of selectively 
disabling the child unit (portable scanner) from a remotely/wirelessly parent unit [cited col. 11, 
lines 20-24]. It would have been obvious of one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
claimed invention to implement a remotely disabling concept as suggested by Rabanne et al. into 
the system of Tuttle, for the purpose of better management the operators in the field by the 
central control center. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son M. Tang whose telephone number is (571)272-2962. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5/8. 



Application/Control Number: 09/929,461 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2612 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571)272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Son Tang 



BENJAMIIyC. LEE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




